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a new constitution, which should supersede the old one.
Her ministry informed her that such an act would be revolu-
tionary. She demanded their resignations, but they refused
compliance, and issued a proclamation (January 15) setting
forth these facts, and declaring the throne vacant, On the
following day, a mass meeting of the foreign residents and
many of the natives formally decided that in view of the
Queen's arbitrary acts, strongest measures were needed " for
the preservation of the public credit and to avert the final
ruin of a financial condition already overstrained,"

A Provisional Government was formed, and it was pro-
posed that Hawaii should be annexed to the United States.
This proposal, however, raised great opposition, and Congress
took no action at the time, although shortly afterwards the
Republic of Hawaii was formally recognised by the United
States. The feeling in favour of annexation, however, in-
creased in the United States, and it was reciprocated in
Hawaii. During the war with Spain, after the battle of
Manila Bay, the Republic of Hawaii openly violated inter-
national law in order to show its friendliness to the American
cause. American ships of war were allowed to take in coal
at Honolulu, and, in fact, to make that port a naval base.
The new importance of Hawaii from a strategic point of
view became so obvious that a very strong sentiment for
annexation was created in the United States. The Hawaiian
Congress invited a union of the two countries, and this was
actually effected, on President McKinley's recommendation,
by joint resolution of both Houses, A later act of Congress
(April 30, 1900) made Hawaii a fully organised territory,
and declared its citizens to be citizens of the United States;
and to the new territory were extended the general provi-
sions of the Constitution and laws of the United States.
The unfounded alarm about the intentions of the Japanese
was no doubt used chiefly as a means of advancing the
wishes of the annexationists, who had their wishes carried
out.

The latest published statistics regarding Hawaii show